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LUELLA HIGH SCHOOL 
Pride News #3: August 17 - 21 

 

It is exciting to report that our second week went well. Let us all continue to work together to keep this 

trend of success going!  

Last week I advised that we were still working to finalize student schedules; we continue to bring final 

closure to all scheduling. However, due to our student enrollment now being over projected enrollment, 

we may be adding additional staff members which will cause some shifting to occur. Thankfully, through 

teamwork, our teachers are making sure that students are progressing.  

I hope you were inspired by seeing the growth and opportunities for growth that last week’s High School 

Effectiveness measures showed. Those measures may be found in my principal’s message linked off the 

administration tab of our website.  

This week, I want to review our general progress on the opening of our Personalized Learning cohort, 

which we are focusing on the 9th and 10th grades for this school year.  

 Our teachers and administrators spent 2 days at the end of post planning in June and a full week 

in July participating in additional professional development in several areas: 

o Learning to use Blackboard Learn which is the learning technology platform that teachers 

and students will now use to support learning, assessment and communication.  

 This allows students to access all instructional materials and resources from 1 

consistent site.  

 We hope later this year to conduct some parent informational nights to bring 

parents into the use of Blackboard as well.  

o Building common unit plans across all the teachers that teach courses in common. These 

plans help assure that consistent content and assessment are being used in all common, 

core courses.  

o Working with experienced teachers from other schools that have used this more 

personalized approach and having time with those teachers to plan and explore resources 

that can be used throughout the year.  

 During that work, a good deal of focus occurred on project-based learning as a 

tool both to build greater interest from students, but also to provide an authentic 

way to assess students’ learning and skill set.  

o Preparing to offer our Advisory period where students will have the same Advisory 

teacher from year to year, as much as possible. Advisory serves to offer students 

opportunities to learn and participate in grade level activities. For example:  

 Seniors might have an advisory unit on “getting into college” 

 Whereas, freshmen might have a unit building upon an interest inventory and 

how those interests help shape after high school choices (college, technical 

school, military, etc…) 

o Working with each other to form an understanding and trust so that we can continue to 

move closer to our Personalized Learning model where students will rotate among 

teachers from time to time based on their choices, needs and progress at the time.  

So, there I go again – going on – which I promised not to do so much of. But I am very proud of our 

teachers, they have worked hard to begin this initial year of our Personalized Learning journey. I’ll 

certainly be providing more information, and we’ll have a series of meetings that I hope you will attend 

about Personalized Learning as well as curriculum visit nights or afternoons. More on those next week.  
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I’ll be asking you, our parents, to take 2 very important surveys over the next few weeks: 

 1 for Bright Bytes, which is a research survey about technology use and availability meant to give 

us across the district an authentic starting point on the level of technology availability, knowledge 

and use. From these data, we’ll be more effective with our plans and use of technology in schools.  

 1 for Advanced Ed, which many people may be more familiar with as SACS. The school district 

has its 5 year accreditation visit this year. This is a district wide process, but it counts on each 

school surveying its stakeholders (students, staff and parents) about Luella High School’s 

effectiveness and commitment to its mission and goals. 

Both of these surveys will be available through a link on our website. I really hope to have significant 

participation from our Luella family because only with that can we truly get a full picture in both the areas 

being surveyed. 

 The Advanced Ed survey link is now posted on the website, and the Bright Bytes link will be 

posted by the first of the week.  

 Please go ahead and take the surveys. Trust me; I’ll be reminding the Luella family several times.  

Congratulations to our softball, volleyball and football teams on having a successful week. Football won its 

scrimmage game against Henry County High School on Friday night and volleyball placed 3rd in a major 

multiple-high school tournament on Saturday. Go Lions! 

Remember that a great deal of school detail information is posted on our website. Please continue to use 

the website as your primary informational link about what’s going on at Luella HS.  

Thank you to those who have expressed an interest in serving on our school council. I’ll keep that link 

posted through this week, then be back in touch about how we’ll approach forming this year’s council 

membership.  

Next week’s topics will include Parent curriculum meetings and Personalized Learning meeting 

information as well as more about our upcoming Advanced Ed accreditation visit and about the 

technology survey by Bright Bytes.  

As we continue to work to settle into the school year, I ask for your patience and understanding. Do not 

hesitate to call us, if you have questions, concerns or suggestions.  

Let’s all have a 3rd week fit for Lions! 

And, as always,  

GO Lions! 

 

 

 


